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BEAUTY Year after vear, the islands that readers elect as most scenic
have one thing in common: They're green. Kauai carned a Y7.7 score for scen-
ery, and it cannot be a coincidence that Mount Wasaleale gets an aver-
age of 1.25 inches of rain per day (that'll turn anything green). Legend-
ary for South Pacific pulchritude, Bora Bora (97.5) has an impenetrable green
interior. Maine’s Mount Desert Island (96.4) is mostly preserved as Acadia
National Park. Vancouver Island (94.7) is gorgeous from every angle, with a
290-mile coastline, a rain forest interior—and palm trees, the poster girls of is-
land greenery, growing right around latitude 50 degrees north, Scores in the 90s _
for scenery occur in just about every body of water. including the Great Lakes, s, e
where vou'll find Mackinac Island. In Europe, ther€s Eﬂiﬁ"ﬁf the Tyrrhenan
Sei, Mykonos and Bozcaada in the r"u:}_:u:unQni"I:lvar in the' Adriatic. In the
Atlantic. Madeira and Cape Breton Island. 1iithe ludian Ocean, the Sey-
chelles, the Maldives, and Bali. In the Caribbean, St. John. And
of course there’s more in the pulchritudinous Pacific: Easter Is-
land, the Galapagos, and most remote of all, Alaska’s 300 Aleu-
tians. EXPLORING Thestandout is the Galapagos,

[ he -;:.11.1}' un;hil}u.:lugu in the world to score above 90,0 for activities,

But the allure of rare species like the blue-footed booby and giant
{ortoises signals a wider interest in communing with ani-
mils living on {or near) islands—elephant trekking i
Phuket, bear and clk sighting in Vancouver, even glimpsing devils
in Tasmania. But for truly grand exploration, nothing beats an is-
land that feels as big as a continent. On a clear day atop snow-
and vbservatory-capped Mauna Kea, you can barcly sce the ocean gt

that surrounds Hawaii's 4,000-square-mile Big Island, where gor-

‘BERMUDA

geous environments range from the lush Waipio Valley to the goll
greens of the Kona Coast to the pioneer plants of Volcanoes National
*ark. Giant green islands {which do not include Greenland) range from New
Guinea (o Newfoundland, while The Lord of the Rings exposed the excep-
tional beauty of New Zealand, particularly the rain lorests, fjords, lakes, and
glaciers of the South Island, PLAYING Goll. Tennis. Spa. Biking.

River canoeing. Fishing. South Carolina’s Kiawabh Island, the top-scoring isle EE'I'"FHF'-IFES
off North America. has it all at The Sanctuary resort. So does Hilton Head, coca-de-mer,
and more hotels, too, including a Marriott, o Westin, and a Disncy. The 1s- I o
lands of the Atlantic and the Caribbean seem to specialize in sport; Bermuda’s e I s

new Tucker’s Point Golf Club is earning raves, and inclusion in our Hot List
(May 2010). Sailors lured to Tortola charter boats to explore the 60 islands
and cays of the British Virgin Islands and the close-by U.S. Virgin Islands,
including St. John, more than half of which is a forested national park.
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